
Scanning Technique

Scanning an animal for body composition traits is best achieved when a technician 
utilizes a systematic method of preparing the animal and collecting the images. This 
includes all steps of the process; from removing the debris from the animal's hide, to the 
order the images are collected, to the landmarks identified on the images. The location to 
scan the rump, ribeye, and longitudinal images are mapped out in Figure 1 and will be 
referred to in future sections. Each of these areas needs to be cleaned prior to scanning 
for optimal penetration of the ultrasound waves.  

It is important for the field technician to take images in a consistent, repeatable manner, 
displaying important areas or landmarks identifiable to the interpreting technician. These 
landmarks promote consistent, repeatable measurements during the image interpretation 
process.  

 

Figure 1 - Areas of interest for ultrasound evaluation of 
body composition characteristics. 
A - Rump fat image  
B - Cross-sectional image for ribeye area and 12th-13th 
rib fat thickness 
C - Longitudinal image for intramuscular fat  

 

 

 



Collecting the Rump Fat Image  

 

Collecting the Cross-Sectional Ribeye Image  

 



 

Collecting the Longitudinal Images  

 



 

 


